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FOREWORD

T

ideal at Rollins is to substitute learning for instruction, to encourage the intellectual curiosity and
enthusiasm of the student, and to develop the individual in the manner best suited to him.
HE

The College was founded under Congregational auspices
to provide for Christian education in Florida. Although undenominational it has steadfastly maintained the ideals of
its heritage. This year the College is celebrating the fiftieth
anniversary of its founding.
Rollins was the first institution in the lower South to be
given the retiring grants for professors by the Carnegie
Foundation. This recognition came in 1908. It was also
the first college in Florida, as distinguished from the state
institutions of higher learning, to receive membership in the
Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools.
The College is also fully recognized by the Florida State Department of Education and the New York State Department
of Education.
The College has endeavored to stand for clean athletics
and to this end maintains membership in the Southern
Intercollegiate Athletic Association and the Amateur Athletic Union.
·
Rollins College is an active member of the following national educational organizations:
Tlte Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary
Schools.
Tlie Association of American Colleges.
T lie American C owncil on Education.
The National Association of Schools of Music.
Graduates of Rollins College are eligible for associate
membership in the American Association of University
Women.
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INFORMATION

Rollins is to substitute learning for in' encourage the intellectual curiosity and
f the student, and to develop the iner best suited to him.

Rollins College is a co-educational college of liberal arts
limited to 500 students.
Although a small college, both
faculty and student body are drawn from all sections of the
country thus giving a cosmopolitan atmosphere seldom found
in a college of its size.
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The college year is divided into three terms, beginning the
last week in September and closing the first week in June.
The second term opens at the beginning of the new year and
closes about the middle of March.
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Rollins, the oldest institution of higher learning in Florida,
was founded in 1885 by a group of educators from New
England to meet the needs for higher education for both men
and women in Florida. In 1925 Hamilton Holt was called
to the presidency. He came with the definite purpose of
solving some of the problems of higher education and at once
inaugurated the first step in the Rollins Plan, the so-called
conference plan of study. Under this plan the formal lecturerecitation system was abolished. During the conference period
students spend their time in study, in conference with the professor, in group discussion, in writing class papers, preparing
outlines, and in studying other matters incident to the 1nastery of the subject. Four· years ago the new cu~riculum plan,
described on the following pages, was started, and two years
ago the unit-cost system was adopted as the third step in
the Rollins Plan.
It has ever been the aim of the College to interest itself in
the individual student. The Rollins Plan is the logical result of the effort of the faculty to achieve this aim.
The
goal of education is complete living and complete living in
our complex world requires both comprehensive and specialized learning. Undoubtedly the student achieves most from
his courses by individualization rather than regimentation.
The Rollins Plan is in truth individualization in education.

e
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INDIVIDUALI'ZATION

IN EDUCATION

The Rollins College Conference Plan which is now in
its ninth year is almost entirely concerned with method and
not with content. The conference plan was an experiment
in individualizing methods of teaching.
About five years
ago the faculty of the College turned its efforts to the study
of the question of the individualizing of the curriculum and
charged its Curriculum Committee with this task. A student committee was appointed to study the same question.
In January, 1931, President Holt assembled a conference
under the chairmanship of Doctor John Dewey and asked
the members of this conference to study the problem of the
ideal curriculum for a liberal arts college.
From a preliminary study of the reports assembled at this
conference, the Curriculum Committee of Rollins College
presented a group of recommendations to the faculty in the
spring of 1931. While this report could not possibly attempt
to revise the content of all courses in the curriculum, it did
represent some far reaching changes in the education of the
individual student. This report was adopted by the unanimous action of the faculty and its provisions became effective at the opening of the fall term in September, 1931.
The ideal at Rollins is to substitute learning for instruction, to encourage the intellectual curiosity and enthusiasm
of the student, and to develop the individual in the manner
best suited to him. The new curriculum plan combined with
the Rollins Conference Plan might well be termed "Individualization in Education."
This individualization begins the moment the student
applies for entrance. Admission to the College is not based
solely upon the presentation of fifteen acceptable units.
Instead the emphasis is placed upon actual graduation from
a secondary school, the College placing no restriction upon
the distribution of the units other than to state that they
should be correlated to the curriculum of Rollins. The College scrutinizes very carefully the individual himself, collecting extensive biographical data concerning him and requiring
a personal interview to be had with some officer of the
College before the student's application is considered by the
Committee on Admissions.
4
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Once admitted the education of the student becomes an
individual problem with the College. He is assigned an
adviser and given every aid by the deans and faculty in the
development of an individual program of study. Registration does not take place in the conventional manner, but
instead the student outlines, with the help of his adviser and
the approval of the Dean of the College, the plan he has for
meeting the requirements for entrance into the Upper
Division. Once in the Upper Division, his program devotes
itself almost entirely to the acquiring of a competence in a
given field of knowledge. The plan is to permit the individual to share in his own education.
The new curriculum plan virtually abolishes the four class
categories of freshmen, sophomores, juniors and seniors and
creates instead a Lower Division and an Upper Division.
Likewise, the criterion of accomplishment in fact has replaced
the conventional system of credits based upon time, the only
requirement instead being that the student must have satisfactorily completed work which is generally understood in
the educational world as being the equivalent of a four year
college course.
It is not contemplated that the student's
course will be shortened.
Every entering student, even
transfers from other institutions, will go first into the Lower
Division, remaining there as long as necessary.
The arrangement of the curriculum is such that the emphasis is placed upon generalization in the Lower Division
and upon specialization in the Upper Division; however,
there is some specialization in the Lower Division and some
generalization in the Upper Division, the student going gradually from one to the other.
Realizing that the fundamental
courses in mathematics and the sciences as well as in other
fields are meant particularly for those who are going to do
advanced work in these subjects, special courses generalized
in character have been developed in most subjects in the
In other words, the curriculum of the
Lower Division.
Lower Division has been designed to enable a student to
obtain a broad knowledge in several fields and yet fit himself
for later specialization in some one field. Courses in the
Upper Division will be adjusted to the needs of the individual.
Instead of limiting the teaching schedule of the
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instructor on the time basis alone, Rollins has assigned each
instructor a given number of students only, thus permitting
the teacher to adjust the instruction to the individual.
In the Lower Division the student will fill in the gaps in
his preparation and lay a broad foundation for the specialized work he is to do later in the Upper Division.
Before
being certified for entrance to the Upper Division, the student must convince the Board of Admissions to the Upper
Division that he has a designated proficiency in English, a
foreign language, mathematics, history, the sciences, and
social and economic institutions.
He also must demonstrate
that he is physically fit. He will be expected to give evidence
of character, general intelligence, purposefulness and reThe work of the students
sponsibility in the use of leisure.
will be checked at frequent intervals as has been the custom
in the past. A student will be made to justify his intentions
as to the work he plans in the Upper Division and after the
plan has been approved, he must comply with its provisions
before receiving his Bachelor of Arts Degree.
Even the requirements for graduation are individualized.
The Rollins degree is no longer evaluated in terms of courses,
credit hours, points or terms of residence. The college will,
however, keep records of the work accomplished by students
and provide such records for students who need them for
transfer into professional or graduate schools. Instead of a
grading system of letters or percentages, the College has
substituted a statement by the instructor indicating the
accomplishment of the student, his apparent intellectual
ability, his degree of application to the subject and his
integrity.
The only requirement dealing with length of
residence other than the fact that no student will be granted
a degree, regardless of work done elsewhere, in less than a
period of one year, two terms of which must be spent in the
Upper Division, is that a candidate for a degree must
succeed in gaining admission to the Upper Division of the
College within a period of three years.
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The educational facilities of Rollins College are open to
both men and women.
As the number of new students
that can be admitted in any one year is limited, it is the
purpose of the College to select students whose qualities of
character, personality, intellectual ability, and interests in
scholarship fit them to pursue a college course with profit,
and who are ready to give loyal adherence to the spirit as
well as the letter of the college regulations.
The College reserves to itself final authority in requiring
the withdrawal of students who do not meet these requirements, on account of low standards of scholarship, risk to
their own or others health, or lack of accord with the moral
standards advocated by the College. When a student is
required to withdraw, no part of the fees due or those paid
shall be refunded or remitted.
All candidates for admission to the College must offer
satisfactory testimonials of good moral character; and those
that have been members of other colleges must present
certificates of honorable dismissal. Every new student must
furnish a certificate of good health. The scholastic requirements for entrance may be satisfied by ( 1) certificate from
the Principal or Headmaster of an accredited high or preparatory school, or (2) certificate of examinations, or (3)
examination. Ordinarily, candidates are not admitted unless
they can meet the requirements in full.
If requested, students are also expected to show evidence
of their ability to meet the financial requirements of the
College.
Application Procedure
The following procedure is required before a student can
be considered as an applicant for admission to Rollins
College.
About three weeks are required for completing the application procedure and therefore all papers should be filled
out and returned promptly.
1. Application for Admission.
Students desiring admission to Rollins College should send
for an Application for Admission blank.
This should be
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filled out by the prospective student and mailed to the Dean
of Rollins College, with the ten-dollar application fee. This
fee is paid but once by any student and is not refundable
except in case an applicant has completed the application
procedure and has been definitely refused admission by the
College.
After the receipt of the Application for Admission blank
and the application fee, the following papers will be sent
out by the Office of the Dean.
2. Entrance Questionnaire.
The Entrance Q1,estionnaire is sent to the Supervisor
named on the Application for Admission blank. In answering the questionnaire the student may take as much time as
is necessary to accomplish the work satisfactorily; but the
blank must be filled out in the presence of the Supervisor,
without help. A small photograph or snapshot is required
as part of the questionnaire.

3. Parent Questionnaire.
Because Rollins is very careful in the selection of students,
the parents of each applicant are requested to fill out a
questionnaire in order that the College may have a better
picture of the background and training of the applicant.
4. Certificate of H ealtli.
The Certificate of Health is to be made out by a physician, preferably one who has had previous knowledge of
the health of the applicant.

5. Record of Secondary Sclt0ol Credits.
The Secondardy School Credits blank is to go to the principal of the secondary school from which the student is
graduated.
This transcript must show the number of weeks
during which each subject was studied, the number of
recitation periods each week and the length of the period
together with the grade received.
For students who are still in school a preliminary blank
will be sent at the time of application and the final blank
for certification of credits will be sent direct to the school
before graduation.
8
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6. Personal Interview.
A Personal Interview with a representative of the College
will be required whenever possible.

Admission

I

'

After an applicant has complied with all the foregoing
requirements, his name will be placed before the Committee on Admissions and he will be notified as soon as possible
as to whether he is accepted, refused admission, or placed
upon a preferred list, to be admitted if a vacancy occurs.
Upon notice of acceptance the contingent deposit f1ee of
$25.00 must be paid.
Application should be made whenever possible by the
beginning of the final year of secondary school work. Undue
delay in making or completing application may prevent consideration of the candidate for admission.
Upon request the Committee on Admissions will transfer
an application to a later date of entrance, but a candidate
whose name has been withdrawn from the list will be considered as a new candidate.
Any application for entrance
at the beginning of the year will be automatically withdrawn by the Committee on October 10 of that year unless
request has been made for transference to a later date of
entrance.
Failure to comply promptly with the regulations of the
College concerning admission may be regarded as equivalent
to a withdrawal of the application.
Applicants for admission are asked to inform the College
of any change of address, transfer from one school to another, or withdrawal of application.

Entrance Requirements
All candidates for admission must present evidence of the
satisfactory completion of a four year course of not less
than fifteen units in a secondary school approved by a
recognized accrediting agency, or in a secondary school that
is a member of the Southern Association of Colleges and
Secondary Schools, or the equivalent of such a course as
shown by examination.
The major portion of the sec1>ndary school course accepted for admission shall be defi9

)

nitely correlated with the curriculum of Rollins College,
and shall include at least three units of English.
While Rollins College desires to place no restrictions upon
the secondary school courses the remaining units should be
selected from courses giving evidence of the greatest value
to the student in his college course since admission to Rollins
is on a competitive basis. At least two units in the same
language must be submitted where a language is offered.
Prospective applicants for admission are advised to write
the Dean of the College relative to the selection of their
units.
A unit represents a year's study of a subject in a secondary
school.
The definition assumes that the academic year in
the secondary school is not less than the equivalent of thirtysix weeks with a class period of not less than forty minutes
in length, and that the subject is pursued for five periods a
week; or that an aggregate of two hundred minutes a week
be allotted to the work of a unit.

Admission by Examination
Candidates who are graduates of a non-accredited secondary school will be expected to submit transcripts from such
schools showing the subjects studied, and in addition will be
required to pass entrance examinations in four high school
subjects, English being one of the four. Entrance examinations will be given free of charge at the College at the beginning of the school year, or at other times, with the consent
of the Dean.
Admission by Certificate of Examination
Academic diplomas issued by the Regents of the University of the State of New York are accepted in all required
subjects covered by them.
Certificates of the New York State Examination Board
are accepted.
Certificates of the College Entrance Examination Board
are accepted.
Admission by Certificate
Graduates of accredited secondary schools are admitted
upon presentation of a certificate issued by the superintend-
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Admission from Otlier Colleges
Students from other colleges, seeking admission to Rollins
College, in addition to answering the entrance questionnaire
and complying with all registration requirements, must present evidence of honorable dismissal, a statement of method
of admission, an official statement in detail of studies taken
by- terms or semesters, with standing in the same, the exact
number of terms of attendance, and a marked catalogue of
the institution showing each subject that has been completed.
Students who transfer to Rollins from other colleges are
entered in the Lower Division, but may then gain admission
to the Upper Division if they can demonstrate that they
possess the proper qualifications. They will not be granted
a degree, regardless of previous work done elsewhere, in less
than a period of one year, two terms of which must be spent
in the Upper Division.

Students Who Are Not Candidates for a Degree
The College recognizes that it is desirable to provide for
a small number of serious students, who do not wish to
comply with our requirements for the Bachelor of Arts
degree, and who will not be candidates for any degree.
A
limited number of such students will, therefore, be admitted
and permitted to elect such work as they are qualified to
pursue, and to remain in residence as long as they give
evidence of a serious purpose and as long as they comply
with the other regulations governing students.
The College
offers this service to meet the needs of important cases and
the necessities of the community as far as it is not inconsistent with the fundamental purposes of the College and
its membership in the Southern Association.
The admission and control of such special students rest
entirely with the Dean of the College.
Special students are subject to the same financial regulations as regular students.
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STUDENT EXPENSES
The following list of expenses applied to the college year
1934-3 5. Rates for 1935-36 have not yet been determined
but in all probability there will be little if any change.
The official expenses for each student are determined under
a Unit-Cost Plan which divides the college budget of expenditures by the estimated number of students to be accepted.
This new plan fixes the unit cost for each student in a scientific manner and assures the student that charges are being
equitably assessed. It eliminates numerous special fees such
as those usually assessed in music, dramatics, painting, sculpture, laboratory courses, etc.
The official expenses for each student are as follows:
Application Fee (for new students only) ____________$ 10.00
25.00
Contingent Deposit (new students only) ____________
General Fee (tuition, board, room, etc.) ____________ 1,350.00
THE APPLICATION FEE of $10.00 is payable once only upon
application for entrance; THE CONTINGENT DEPOSIT of $2 5.00
is payable immediately upon acceptance.
THE GENERAL FEE of $1,350.00 is payable September 15th,
but if more convenient may be paid in two installments, namely, $750.00 September 15th and $600.00 February 1st.

R egulations R egMding F ees and Expenses
As the College predicates its expenses and bases its budget
upon full collections from all accepted students refunds are
made only under the following regulations:
(a) If a student, on account of serious illness, is obliged
to leave college, upon the recommendation of the college
physician, the College will share the resulting loss with the
parents by refunding 75% of any prepaid portion.
(b) If a student leaves college for any other reason, including suspension or dismissal, no refund will be made.
( c) A student will be considered in attendance at the
College until formal notice of withdrawal has been filed in
the Office of the Dean by the parent. Claim for refund prior
to the filing of such notice will not be considered.
12
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All financial obligations must be fulfilled before the student attends classes. Instructors will receive into their classes only those students who have completed registration, which
includes the satisfactory settlement of their accounts. The
Board of Trustees of the College does not guarantee to continue the published rates herein beyond the current academic
year but reserves the right to decrease or increase them at
the beginning of each academic year in accordance with the
principles of the Unit-Cost Plan.
1. APPLICATION FEE. Upon application for admission
to the College, new students pay the application fee of $10.00.
This sum is paid but once and is refundable only in case a
student has fully completed his application and been definitely refused admission by the College.

2.

CONTINGENT

DEPOSIT.

The

contingent

deposit of

$25.00 is deposited by the student upon notification of ac-

ceptance. This deposit remains to the credit of the student
and is established to cover petty charges such as loss of
library books, breakage of equipment, and damage to college
property. If not used, this deposit may be withdrawn by
the student upon honorable dismissal or graduation, provided all contracted obligations to the College have been fulfilled. As the payment of this fee entitles the student to
a place in the College and to the reservation of a room,
claims for refund cannot he honor,e d if a student fails to enter college or to return as planned, unless such claims are presented at least 30 days prior to the opening of the College. If
the contingent deposit is not claimed within two years after a
student leaves college, it will be transferred to the Student
Aid Funds to help worthy students.
3. STUDENT AssocIATION FEE. Upon registration a regular student automatically becomes a member of the Student
Association which, in general, controls the student enterprises. He pays, as part of his general fee, a fee of $30.00 a
year. This constitutes a special fund for the maintenance and
business-like management of student activities and campus
interests.
All such funds are handled by the College Office and ex13

pended only by order of the Executive Committee of the
Association and the Faculty Committee on Activities.
Upon payment of this fee a Student Association ticket is
given the student entitling him to ( 1) a subscription to the
SMt,dspur, (2) a subscription to the Tomokan, ( 3) admission
to all athletic contests, ( 4) admission to all concerts and
lectures, ( 5) admission to all debates and other activities,
specified by the Executive Committee, (6) a subscription to
the Flamingo.
The activities are conducted by the students with the cooperation of the administrative officers of the College. Unexpended money apportioned to any activity is held over to
the succeeding year to be re-apportioned for the benefit of
student activities.
This fee may be changed at any time by a vote of the
Student Association.
4. GENERAL FEE. Payment of this sum entitles the student to the full advantages of the College, including the
items usually differentiated as tuition, room, board, special
fees, laundry of bed linens; the complete use of all college
facilities under proper supervision and regulation; medical
service; use of tennis courts, swimming course, and canoes;
reduced rates for admission to concerts by the Symphony
Orchestra and performances in the Annie Russell Theatre;
use of the pavilion at New Smyrna, Fla., and the camp on
Shell Island in the Wekiwa River.
DAY STUDENTS. As a part of its service to the local community, the College will accept as day students at special
rates, a limited number of students whose parents have been
bona fide local citizens for at least one year. Those eligible
may obtain full information from the Treasurer of the College.
Parents who desire to become temporary residents of the
community for the full college year and enter their children
as day students should write the Treasurer of the College
for special consideration. A limited number of such students
may be accepted.
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REQUIREME'NTS

FOR

GRADUATION

Rollins College grants to its graduates the degree of
Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Science, or Bachelor of Music.
The award of a degree means that the College certifies that
the student has acquired a specified broad fundamental training, a mastery in a field of specialization, and is in possession of the moral qualities needed for good citizenship.
A Rollins degree is no longer evaluated in terms of courses,
grades, hours, points or terms of residence but depends upon
the student's fulfilling the required achievements, which,
when completed, will be the equivalent of a four year college
course.
The work of the College is divided into two divisions, a
Lower Division in which all students must acquire their broad
fundamental training, and an Upper Division where they are
to obtain their specialized work.

Pre-Professional Courses
Rollins College offers Pre-Professional courses for students who wish to enter schools of Law, Medicine, Engineering and the other professions. These courses are arranged
to satisfy the requirements of the particular school chosen
by the student. Each student should provide himself with
a catalogue of the professional school he intends to enter
and with the aid of his adviser he can plan his course accordingly. This should be done when he first enters college, so
that he may be sure to cover all the necessary requirements.
While it is possible to enter certain professional schools
after two years of college training, the student is advised,
whenever possible, to complete the full college course before
undertaking professional study. This will enable the student
to obtain a better grasp of his chosen subject and a broader
viewpoint of the profession which he plans to enter.
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